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YUVRAI Singh's sensa-
tional second hat-trick of
the tournament coupled
with Irfan Pathan's twin
blows in the last over
handed Kings XI Punjab a
one-run win agalnst Dec-
can Chargers in their [PL
match in Johannesburg o
keep their semi-final hopes
dlive,

Putinto bat, Punjab scored a
modest 134 for seven, built
largely around Kumar San-
gakkara's 43-ball 56, and then
rode on Yuvrajs hat-trick to
restrict Hyderabad to 133 for
eight,

Decean, though, looked like to
have run away with the match
with Rohit Sharma himmi i
quickfire 26-ball 42 and his side
needing just four runs from five
balls before he was out in the
third ball of the last over

RP Singh and Jaskaran Singh
could seore just two runs to give
Kings X1 & one-run victory,
Earlier, Yuvraj came to his
feam's rescue when Deccan was
cruising towards the modest tar-

fret, of 135 with 85 for bwo wickets
after 10 overs.
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Hat-trick by skipper sea

S -run win

t0 keep Kings XI's semis hopes alive
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Opener  Herschelle Gibbs
departed in the last delivery of
the first over after the strategy
break off Yuvraj as the South
Afriean's powerful cut found
Piyush Chawla ai backward painf
who pouched a sharp catch.

Yuvra) sizzled again in his next
over sending dangerous looking
Andrew Symonds (25 off 25)
packing as wicketkeeper Kumar
Sangakkara first fumbled with
the ball buf finished it up with a

brilllant stumping. Yuvrajs very
next dellvery then disturbed
Venugopal Raos (0) stum?s 88
the left-arm sﬁhmer completed
his second hat-trick in the
Twenty20 event, with the first oné
coming against Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore,

Earlier, Punjab got offto a disas-
trous start losing three early
wickets in Sunny Sohal (9), Luke
Fomerbsach (1) and Australlan
Simon Katieh (11) within first five
overs, Sohal started on an attack-
ing note by cracking 4 six in the
first over off paceman Ryan Har-
ris, but fell to RP Singh in the
next over as another ambitious
shot found Rohit a fine-leg.

Katich, looking dangerous after
hjtun({: two fours, only compli-
cated things for Punjah when he
offered an easy catch to Pragyan
Ojha off Andrew Symonds, leav-
inz the team struggling at 26 for 3.

Yuveaj (20 off 18) then paired up
with 8ri Lankan wicket-keeper
batsman Sangakkara (56 off 43)
to mark a shorl recovery before
Rao cleaned bowled the Punjab
skipper. For Deccan left-arm
paceman RP Singh (3-26) was the
best bowler of the day, picking up
three wickets for 26 runs,

Chasing the modest target of
135, Gilhrist started on a sizzling
note, eracking three boundaries
and lofty hif the fence to pick up
18 runs of Irfan's second and
innings'fourth over

Gilchrist was the first to depart
stumped by Sangakkara off
Powar and T Suman {ollowed suit
(0) without troubling the scorers
to see Deccan reel at 34 for two.
(ibbs (26) then joined hands
with Symonds to keep the score-
board ticking and teke the
Hyderabad outfit to 65 for two a
the halfway mark. PIl

& | Rohit has beenin
amazing fore bath
withthe bat and
ballinthe second
seasonof the P -
and almost pulled
off an improbable
Win for Deccan. Wil
gotathe T20World
Cuponahigh.




